
	
	
	
FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE																									 																																													Contact:	Sims	Bouwmeester	
May	16,	2019	 	 	 	 	 	 																														 	 p.864.580.235	

															sims@launchsomething.com	
	

HUB	CITY	ANIMAL	PROJECT	ANNOUNCES	DOWNTOWN	STATUE	INITIATIVE	
	

SPARTANBURG,	S.C.	–	(May	16,	2019)	–	Hub	City	Animal	Project	(hubcityanimalproject.com)	
today	announced	plans	to	erect	a	bronze	statue	of	Chaser,	the	world’s	smartest	dog,	in	
downtown	Spartanburg.	Chaser,	a	border	collie,	has	the	largest	vocabulary	of	any	nonhuman	
animal	and	is	known	as	“the	dog	who	knows	1,000	words.”	She	is	also	a	Spartanburg	native.		
	
In 2004, when Dr. John W. Pilley, Emeritus Professor of Psychology, at Wofford College got his 
two-month-old puppy Chaser as a gift from his wife Sally, he wanted to explore the boundaries 
of the canine mind and delve deeper into the communication between humans and man’s best 
friend. He set his eye on teaching Chaser human language and discovered that her capacity to 
learn was beyond his wildest dreams. She mastered the names of more than a thousand toys 
which would later be incorporated into sentences with multiple elements of grammar. 
 
But at 80 years of age, John knew that if he had a shot at getting his findings published in a peer 
reviewed journal, he would need help. So, he reached out to his long-time friend and esteemed 
colleague, Dr. Alliston K. Reid. As a Reeves Family Professor of Psychology at Wofford, 
Alliston had extensive experience in the world of scientific journalism and accepted this arduous 
challenge. He knew that John’s data was so groundbreaking that they had to devise a rigorous 
method for testing Chaser that would hold up to powerful, stringent peer review. It would not be 
easy. 
 
But they did it. In late December, 2010, their work was published by the	Elsevier	journal	
Behavioural	Processes, which went globally viral in over 72 languages - taking not only the 
canine cognition world by storm - but ringing the bell loudly for dog owners all over the world 
with empirical, scientific, evidence that dogs are not only as smart as we think, but capable of so 
much more. Since 2011	their	story	has	been	featured	in	hundreds	of	publications	such	as	TIME,	
The	Wall	Street	Journal,	The	New	York	Times,	and	Scientific	American,	and	on	television	
programs	like	60	Minutes,	Nova	ScienceNOW,	ABC	World	News,	and	The	Today	Show.	Pilley	also	
penned	a	New	York	Times	best-selling	book	with	writer	Hilary	Hinzmann	called	Chaser,	
Unlocking	the	Genius	of	the	Dog	Who	Knows	1000	words. 
	
	



Hub	City	Animal	Project,	an	organization	focused	on	reducing	shelter	intake	in	Spartanburg,	
partnered	with	the	Pilley	family,	who	continues	to	entertain	Chaser	since	Dr.	Pilley’s	passing	in	
2018.	This	collaboration	produced	the	idea	for	a	statue	that	will	provide	educational	and	
cultural	enhancements	to	the	city.	The	statue	will	also	shed	light	on	the	serious	problem	of	
animal	homelessness	in	Spartanburg	County.	

“In	Spartanburg	County	each	year,	more	than	8,000	dogs	and	cats	of	all	ages	are	picked	up	as	
strays	or	turned	in	to	local	shelters,”	said	Lora	Hodge	of	Hub	City	Animal	Project.	“This	
staggering	number	will	continue	to	grow	until	the	root	causes	of	animal	homelessness	in	our	
community	are	addressed	and	eliminated.”	

In	the	last	four	years,	Hub	City	Animal	Project	has	awarded	over	$145,000	in	grants	to	expand	
spay/neuter	programs,	educate	children	and	families	on	proper	animal	care,	and	subsidize	
costs	of	veterinary	care	in	low-income	communities.	“When	it	comes	to	animal	homelessness,	
we	have	made	progress.	But	there	is	still	so	much	more	to	do,	and	the	Chaser	initiative	will	take	
us	one	step	closer	to	our	goal,”	Hodge	said.	
	
John	Pilley’s	daughter,	Deb	Pilley	Bianchi,	states:	“This	bronze	and	the	efforts	of	Hub	City	
Animal	Project	are	multifaceted	in	significance	to	our	family.	My	mother	Sally,	my	sister	Robin,	
and	I	are	deeply	grateful	for	the	continued	legacy	of	my	father	and	Chaser.	We	hope	that	the	
statue	will	prompt	curiosity	and	engage	visitors	to	understand	not	only	how	much	humans	can	
learn	from	dogs,	but	how	you	can	do	the	same	with	your	own	dog.	His	methods	were	not	
complex;	he	tapped	into	a	basic	truth	that	can	be	utilized	by	all,	which	is	learning	through	play.	
When	learning	is	fun,	the	floodgates	open.”	
	
Through	this	endeavor,	Hub	City	Animal	Project	and	Chaser	initiative	supporters	hope	to	show	
how	Dr.	Pilley’s	teaching	method	with	Chaser	can	not	only	deepen	our	relationship	with	
animals	but	can	also	translate	into	human	education.	“Dr.	Pilley’s	vision	of	learning	through	
play	aligns	with	our	educational	mission.	This	statue	will	be	a	visual	reminder	of	how	Chaser’s	
love	of	play	is	groundbreaking	and	inspiring	–	something	we	want	to	share	with	our	
community,”	said	Valerie	Barnet	of	Hub	City	Animal	Project.	
	
“Chaser	is	a	celebrity	who	is	famous	for	her	intelligence,”	said	Monty	Mullen	of	The	Balmer	
Foundation,	an	organization	helping	to	underwrite	the	Chaser	statue	initiative.	“Chaser	is	a	
Spartanburg	native,	and	we	wanted	to	share	her	incredible	story	with	the	community.	This	
statue	is	a	meaningful	way	to	acknowledge	Dr.	Pilley,	Dr.	Reid,	and	Chaser	for	their	
achievements.”	
	
The	bronze	statue	of	Chaser	will	be	erected	outside	the	Children’s	Museum	of	the	Upstate	-	
Spartanburg	on	Magnolia	Street	in	Spring	2020.	Special	events	are	planned	to	celebrate	the	
Chaser	statue	to	increase	traffic	to	downtown	businesses.	
	
According	to	Dr.	Alliston	K.	Reid	of	Wofford	College,	“This	research	is	important	because	it	
demonstrates	that	dogs,	like	children,	can	develop	extensive	vocabularies	and	understand	that	
certain	words	represent	individual	objects	and	other	words	represent	categories	of	objects,	
independent	in	meaning	of	what	one	is	asked	to	do	with	those	objects.”	
	



“Dr.	Pilley’s	and	Dr.	Reid’s	remarkable	and	important	work	with	Chaser	has	brought	
recognition	to	Spartanburg	from	all	over	the	globe,”	said	Mayor	Junie	White.	“We	look	forward	
to	honoring	these	accomplishments	and	this	incredible	and	beloved	dog	that	is	such	an	integral	
part	of	his	legacy."	
	
“We	are	incredibly	supportive	of	Chaser’s	presence	in	downtown	Spartanburg,”	said	Chris	
Jennings,	Executive	Vice	President	of	the	Spartanburg	Convention	&	Visitors	Bureau.	“This	
statue	will	keep	Dr.	Pilley’s	legacy	alive,	empower	us	to	tell	Chaser’s	story	in	a	way	that	raises	
awareness	of	Spartanburg,	and	give	visitors	a	photo-worthy	moment.”		
	
Betsy	Scott	of	Cloudland,	Georgia,	has	been	commissioned	to	create	the	statue.	Scott	has	earned	
recognition	as	one	of	America’s	most	respected	wildlife	sculptors	and	is	the	co-creator	of	the	
Wofford	College	Terrier,	a	1,000-pound	statue	located	at	the	entrance	of	the	Campus	Life	
Building.	
	
To	learn	more	about	Chaser,	visit	www.chaserthebordercollie.com.		
	

###	
	
About	Hub	City	Animal	Project	
Hub	City	Animal	Project	(hubcityanimalproject.com)	tackles	the	issues	at	the	root	of	animal	
homelessness	in	Spartanburg	County	through	education,	prevention,	and	empowerment.	With	
funding	and	collaboration,	the	organization	helps	animal	welfare	groups	and	municipalities	get	
the	resources	they	need	to	create	long-term	change	and	reduce	shelter	intake	in	our	community.		


