
WE ARE THE HUB CITY ANIMAL PROJECT.
We’re on a mission to tackle the issues at the root of animal homelessness in Spartanburg County. We’re animal lovers. We’re 
advocates devoted to eliminating the unnecessary suffering of animals in our community. And we’re a voice for the voiceless 
pets that deserve health, happiness, and a safe home. Through funding and collaboration, we help animal welfare groups and 
municipalities get the resources they need to create long-term change and reduce shelter intake in our community.

THE PROBLEM
Everyone loves animals – but not everyone is able to care for them. Each year, millions of pets are sent to shelters due to:
	 •	 Lack	of	owner’s	financial	resources
 • Lack of access to pet information and education
 • Lack of access to veterinary care, including spay and neuter
 • Any circumstance which may compromise animal welfare and threaten the pet-owner relationship, such as 
	 	 divorce,	foreclosure,	death,	lack	of	pet	identification,	or	minor	pet	behavioral	problems

OUR SOLUTION
The Hub City Animal Project proactively addresses these issues by funding and empowering the organizations who are 
willing to work to prevent animals from entering the shelter and rescue system.

WE EDUCATE | We inform animal owners about the root causes of animal homelessness, as well as the proper and 
  humane treatment of animals, and work to provide solutions for better animal care. 

WE PREVENT | We help pets stay with their owners (when appropriate) and out of the shelter, and assist owners in 
	 	 finding	free	or	low-cost	spay	and	neuter	options.

WE EMPOWER | We provide grants for animal welfare organizations that implement programming to prevent 
  animal suffering and homelessness in Spartanburg County.

SPRING 2018

3ND ANNUAL FURMAGEDDON COMING THIS FALL! 
Is your Rover a rock star? Does your kitten crack you up? Then Furmageddon: The Ultimate 
Pet Video Battle is the purrrfect way for you to show off your furry, fluffy and feathery 
friends. Last year, Furmageddon raised much needed funds to support the Hub City Animal 
Project and its partners. Furmageddon winners will be announced at our family and dog-
friendly event on October 20th in downtown Spartanburg! 

A SPECIAL INTEREST FUND AT THE SPARTANBURG COUNTY FOUNDATION   

We had a fantastic time downtown on October 21st 
announcing our Furmageddon winners! Chaser the Border 
Collie was our very special guest who came out to support 
HCAP, our partners  and all of  the adoptable animals who 
came in hopes of finding a forever home. 

The 2017 winners were, Bella in 3rd place, Rooster in 2nd, and for the 2nd year in a row, Weezie 
takes the crown! Weezie goes the extra mile and donates her cash prize back to Hub City Animal 
Project to help out her animal friends. Thank you Weezie! 



Lora High and Valerie Barnet 
formed Hub City Animal Project 
in early 2014 to inspire local 
animal welfare organizations to 
collaborate to address animal 
homelessness and to implement 
programming that will create 
long-term change.

High says “In 2013 we began to 
discuss the serious need for root-
cause programming within local 
animal organizations. Increasingly, 
due to overwhelming need, 
animal care organizations 
lack the funding to focus on 
programs that are designed to 
prevent animals from entering 
an overburdened shelter 
system. Our goal is to bring 
these organizations together to 
collaborate and help each other 
find solutions, and fund efforts 
that align with our mission.” 

Barnet states “the important 
work by the organizations that 
HCAP supports will have a 
measurable impact on intake 
numbers at the shelter.”

Hub City Animal project is 
a special interest fund at 
the Spartanburg County 
Foundation. Donations to the 
fund are tax deductible.

LORA HIGH AND VALERIE BARNET SIT WITH 
‘HONEY’, BARNET’S RESCUE DOG,  ON A 
BENCH IN DOWNTOWN SPARTANBURG.
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HUB CITY ANIMAL PROJECT AWARDS GRANTS
In its third grant cycle, Hub City Animal Project received grant requests in excess of 
$55,000. With our available funds, we awarded $35,500 to nine organizations who align 
with our mission to address the root cause of animal homelessness in Spartanburg.  HCAP 
has awarded in excess of $76,000 in our three grant cycles. 
ANIMAL ALLIES  Continued its “Sterilize Don’t Euthanize” project offering a subsidized 
co-pay spay/neuter for pets whose owners live below the poverty level.
ANIMAL SAFE HAVEN  Held a cat “neuter-thon” to neuter, vaccinate, and microchip 
male cats at free or low cost to the owner. 
CRITTER CONNECTION  Funding to trap, neuter and release cats at existing or new 
colonies and assist with additional medical needs as necessary. 
FOSTER PAWS  Helped with costs associated with rescuing, fostering and rehabilitating 
animals by providing vaccinations, spay/neuter and other veterinary needs.
MONROE’S MIGHTY MISSION  Helped Mobile Meals recipients with pets who 
struggle physically and financially by setting up “Spay Days” once a month.  Additionally, 
the organization helped with transporting and subsidizing costs of veterinary care. 
PAWS, PRAYERS, AND PROMISES  Provided veterinary services and vaccinations for 
at risk animals.
PROJECT PAWWS  Provided shelter services, bedding, humane restraint devices and 
adequate food and hydration for at-risk outside animals.  The organization also provided 
medical care, education and spay/neuter services. 
SPARTANBURG HUMANE SOCIETY  Will host a heartworm clinic offering low cost 
testing and flea and heartworm medications to the public. 
SPEAK FOR ANIMALS  Funding to offer free spay/neuter and rabies/distemper 
vaccinations for the low income communities.

HUB CITY ANIMAL PROJECT ENCOURAGES 
COLLABORATION VIA ANNUAL FORUM
The Hub City Animal Project hosted 
its third annual forum in the Barrett 
Room at the Spartanburg County 
Library Headquarters on October 
14th, 2017.  Our forums continue 
to allow local animal welfare 
organizations, municipalities, and 
veterinarians to connect, share 
challenges, and explore further solutions for effectively fighting animal homelessness 
in our community.  Represented were: City of Spartanburg, Spartanburg County, 
Spartanburg Humane Society, Animal Allies, Speak For Animals, Project PAWWS, 
Paws, Prayers, & Promises, Foster Paws, Critter Connection,  and Monroe’s Mighty 
Mission.
We were pleased to have Becca Boronat with “No Kill South Carolina” as guest lecturer 
at this year’s forum. She updated attendees on the animal welfare challenges our 
state faces each and every day.  No Kill South Carolina aims to create an infrastructure 
for humane animal welfare organizations in order to optimize quality of care and 
maximize lifesaving of healthy, treatable canines and felines in South Carolina. 
Mirroring Hub City Animal Project’s mission, No Kill South Carolina believes that it 
is crucial that shelters and rescues in each community collaborate and build a united 
front to create real and sustainable improvement in lifesaving and humane care. 
The 2018 forum will be held on Saturday, November 3rd. If you are part of an 
animal welfare 501(c)(3) or rescue and would like to participate, email HCAP at 
hubcityanimalproject@gmail.com.
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UPDATES
CITY OF SPARTANBURG MIKE JOHNSON (mjohnson@cityofspartanburg.org)

Spartanburg City Animal Services is continuing to work as a leader in providing safe neighborhoods for our citizens and to 
provide for proper care and humane treatment for pets in our area. In 2017, our officers responded to 1,907 calls for service. 
We transported 591 animals to the Spartanburg Humane Society, and along with our partners provided surgeries for 435 cats 
through our PetSmart Charities TNR grant and our association with Animal Allies.

SPARTANBURG COUNTY JAMIE NELSON (jnelsonjr@spartanburgcounty.org)

 • Spartanburg County’s Trap Neuter and Return program while partnering with Animal Allies and Greenville County
  Animal Care, conducted 1,048 surgeries and returns. 
 • In 2017, the program added a second phase by providing 4 traps to Animal Allies. Animal Allies has a developed
  process for these citizens to follow to get the traps and utilize those as part of the program.
 • Staff transported 2,399 animals to Greenville County Animal Care. A 40% reduction from 2016. 
 • Department wide, a total of 523 citations were issued for animal related issues.
 • Department wide, staff received 9,340 requests for service, some of those requests were 2,577 nuisance complaints,
  970 cruelty complaints, 174 bite/scratch related cases and 1,177emergency calls. 
 • Staff worked 1,001 hours of overtime directly related to animal calls.

SPARTANBURG HUMANE SOCIETY
 • Live release average for all of 2017 is 97.5% for both cats and dogs.
 • Average length of stay for 2017 is 33 days.  Down over 44% over the past 2 years.
 • As of February 28, the education department has met with 42% more students this year than last school year.

NEW TEAM MEMBER
Ingrid Norris joined our team in April 2017, volunteering to help 
with outreach, humane education, and data acquisition to help 
curb the rate of animal homelessness and reduce shelter intake 
in Spartanburg County.  She comes with a wealth of knowledge, 
having served as the Humane Education 
Coordinator for the Spartanburg Humane 
Society from 2006 – 2017.  She also has a 
certificate in Lifesaving-Centered Animal 
Shelter Management from the University 
of the Pacific-Humane Network - Stockton, 
CA. We are grateful for her many hours spent 
reaching Spartanburg County children and 
teaching future generations how to care for 
companion animals.  Welcome, Ingrid!

WAG-A-PALOOZA 
FR8 YARD TO HAVE MONTHLY “WAG-A-PALOOZA” TO BENEFIT 
HUB CITY ANIMAL PROJECT
Do you like to unleash and unwind after a ruff day? Our friends at FR8 yard 
are having a monthly yappy hour benefiting HCAP and invite you and your 
furry friends to come downtown and socialize for a great cause! Thank you 
FR8 Yard for understanding that dog people are cool! The inaugural Wag-a-
Palooza will be on Wednesday, April 11th at 5:00 PM. 

Thank you, Cleveland 
Academy of Leadership, 
for the opportunity to 
explore with students 
how Hub City Animal 
Project and its partners 
are working to reduce 
animal homelessness 
in Spartanburg County. 
From veterinary care to vaccines to spay/neuter 
to food pantries, Finn and handler Debbie 
Daly helped students cover it all. Educators, 
if you would like to book a presentation 
contact our Outreach Director, Ingrid Norris at 
hubcityanimalproject@gmail.com



ANIMAL ALLIES 
Provides low-cost spay/neuter
and vaccinations 
Christina Richards 
animalalliesclinic@yahoo.com

ANIMAL SAFE HAVEN 
Strives to create a no-kill shelter for 
Spartanburg 
Kristy Thomas & Jodi Rousseau 
animalsafehavensc@yahoo.com

CAROLINA POODLE RESCUE 
Rehabilitates and re-homes Poodles and 
Poodle mixes 
Donna Ezzell 
Donna.e@carolinapoodlerescue.org

CRITTER CONNECTION 
Provides rescue, rehabilitation, 
rehoming, sanctuary and hospice to 
non-breed specific dogs and cats. Also 
provides community based educational 
opportunities as well as TNR and colony 
management throughout Spartanburg 
County. 
Lisa Gosnell 
critterconnectionspartanburg@gmail.com 

DACHSHUND RESCUE OF
NORTH AMERICA 
Rehabilitates and re-homes Dachshund and 
Dachshund mixes (with focus on the East 
coast) 
Jane Bird 
doxievol@yahoo.com

FOSTER PAWS RESCUE 
Fosters, provides spay/neuter, and re-
homes homeless cats and kittens 
Tami Desmond 
spaycritter@aol.com

LET ‘EM LIVE UPSTATE 
Connects the people and businesses in 
Upstate SC in order to collaborate for 
positive change for animals 
Jennifer Land & Tami Desmond 
Jenrl79@gmail.com

MONROE’S MIGHTY MISSION 
Provides food and veterinary care to keep 
pets with owners 
Jennifer Land & Becky Land 
admin@monroesmightymission.org

PAWS, PRAYERS, & PROMISES 
Provides animal services, with additional 
organizations including: Po’ Kitties (TNR 
and food for caretakers), Godparent 
Program (assists elderly and disabled 
provide care for pets), The Specials 
Program (provides a home and/or hospice 
for cats with special needs), and are 
partnered with P3 Consignments, an 
upscale shop in Landrum. Their therapy 
dogs serve as ambassadors in humane 
education in schools and Special Olympics 
events, and love visiting nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities.      
Dana Mayer & Emmy Summers 
pawsprayersandpromises@gmail.com

PROJECT PAWWS 
Offers owner education; provides straw, 
shelter, humane animal tie outs, and no-
spill bowls 
Sheila & J.W. Boom
jwboom@me.com 

SCOTTISH TERRIER RESCUE OF THE 
SOUTHEAST 
Protects Scottie and Scottie mixes through 
spay/neuter, fostering, and adoption 
Lisa Mann & Anne Stamper 
Strse.carolina@gmail.com

SPARTANBURG HUMANE SOCIETY 
Educates pet owners and houses animals 
while providing medical care, and 
ultimately places pets with owners 
Angel Cox & Shail Radloff 
angel@spartanburghumane.org 

SPEAK FOR ANIMALS 
Provides on-going low cost spay/neuter 
options, as well as pro-actively seeks 
out people and animals who need them 
through free door-to-door campaigns along 
with special events. Has been dedicated 
to saving and improving the lives of 
companion animals in the Upstate since 
2003.  
Susan Bufano 
news@speakforanimals.com

CREATING CHANGE
By bringing people and organizations together, we’re creating a strong community of activists who work tirelessly to make 
a positive impact on animals and their owners. Each of our partners brings a unique set of resources and skills to aid us in 
our mission.

Get to know our ever-growing list of partner organizations - and ask them how you can help the animals of Spartanburg! 

168 West Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29306
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