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WE ARE THE HUB CITY ANIMAL PROJECT.
In Spartanburg County each year, more than 8,000 dogs and cats of all ages are picked up as strays or turned into 
local shelters. This staggering number will continue to grow until the root causes of animal homelessness in our 
community are addressed and eliminated. That’s why we’re here. 
 
The Hub City Animal Project exists to end animal homelessness in Spartanburg County by funding and empowering 
the organizations, advocates, and volunteers who work tirelessly to give Spartanburg animals a chance at health, 
happiness, and a safe home. Through funding and collaboration, we help animal organizations and municipalities 
in Spartanburg get the resources they need to create long term change. 

FURMAGEDDON IV AT FR8 YARD
We had a fantastic time downtown with a packed house at FR8 
YARD on Sunday, October 27th for Furmageddon IV, a family and 
dog friendly event celebrating the winners of our photo contest.  We 
enjoyed superb live music from The Secret Band, and lots of cute 
pups in Halloween costumes.  Our annual photo contest helps us 
raise much needed funds to support our partner organizations. This 
year, the winners were: Reto in 1st place, Kona in 2nd place and 
Weezie in third! Many thanks to everyone who submitted a photo 
and encouraged friends and family to vote! 

3RD PLACE
WEEZIE

1ST PLACE - RETO

2ND PLACE
KONA



Lora Hodge and Valerie Barnet 
formed Hub City Animal Project 
in early 2014 to inspire local 
animal welfare organizations to 
collaborate to address animal 
homelessness and to implement 
programming that will create 
long-term change. 

“In 2013 we began to discuss 
the serious need for root-cause 
programming within local animal 
organizations. Increasingly, due 
to overwhelming need, animal 
organizations lack the funding 
to focus on programs to keep 
animals off the streets and out 
of our over-burdened shelter 
system,” Hodge said. “Our goal 
is to address the issues that 
are at the root of animal over-
population and suffering in 
Spartanburg.”

Barnet states “the important 
work by the organizations that 
HCAP supports will have a 
measurable impact on intake 
numbers at the shelter.”

Since 2014, Hub City Animal 
Project has given over $250,000 
to local animal organizations.

LORA HODGE AND VALERIE BARNET SIT 
WITH ‘HONEY’, BARNET’S RESCUE DOG,  ON 
A BENCH IN DOWNTOWN SPARTANBURG.
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HUB CITY ANIMAL PROJECT WARDS GRANTS
In the last four years, the Hub City Animal Project has awarded $250,000 in 
grants to expand spay/neuter programs, educate children and families on proper 
animal care, subsidize costs of veterinary care in low-income communities and 
so much more.  This year, with a unique set of skills and resources, the following 
organizations submitted grants to HCAP and received funding for these programs:

ANIMAL ALLIES
Subsidize spay/neuter, wellness clinic services and rabies vaccine clinics.

CAROLINA CAT CONNECTION
Aid in the Trap, Neuter & Return (aka TNR) of cats and educate the community 
on the importance of TNR and proper colony management.  

COMMUNITY CAT COALITION 
Provide assistance for Trap, Neuter & Return while striving to find adoptive 
homes for as many kittens as possible.  Educating Spartanburg County residents 
on the importance of TNR/spay/neuter of cats.

CRITTER CONNECTION
Provide veterinary care for at risk animals.

FIGHT LIKE A CHAMP ANIMAL ADVOCATE ARMY RESCUE SERVICES
Support for pet food assistance and veterinary care.

FOSTER PAWS
Provide aid to help with emergency office visits for cats including emergency 
medical services and medication, allowing these animals that might otherwise be 
rehomed to stay with their families.

MONROE’S MIGHTY MISSION
Continued support of their Mobile Meals program helping those who struggle 
physically and financially with veterinary care for their pets.

PAWS, PRAYERS, & PROMISES
Support spay/neuter initiatives for cats and dogs.

SPARTANBURG HUMANE SOCIETY
Subsidize medication, fecal testing, deworming, heartworm testing, heartworm 
prevention, microchips, and bloodwork for senior pets.

SPEAK FOR ANIMALS
Support “Spay Mania Spartanburg” low cost spay/neuter and vaccinations for 
low income residents with dog and cat companions.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Our members and donors make an extraordinary impact on the lives of homeless 
and at-risk animals in Spartanburg County. Without our donors, we would not be 
able to provide the resources needed to give Spartanburg animals a chance at 
health, happiness, and a safe home. Please help us be a voice for the voiceless 
animals in our community. Together, we can change things!

Visit our website at hubcityanimalproject.com to learn more or to make a 
holiday gift in honor of or in memory of a person or pet.     
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PAWS & GIVE LOVE CAMPAIGN TEAMS 
PRESENT CHECK TO THE HUB CITY ANIMAL PROJECT
The next generation of animal activists and game changers are here, and they are making an 
impact! 

Three teams of compassionate young animal lovers created the “Paws & Give Love” campaign 
to raise funds and support the Hub City Animal Project and animals in need. Team Tail Waggers 
and Team Whiskers & Wags, led by Rose and Adair Wall from the Spartanburg Day School, and 

Team Bow Wow, led by Elodie Bouwmeester from Pine Street Elementary, created teams and held fundraisers including a 
pancake supper at Eggs Up Grill and movie night at Chapman Cultural Center to help homeless and at-risk animals. 

Their goal was to help as many animals as possible get spay/neuter surgery, medications, and vaccines. They surpassed their 
goal of $3,000 and raised $10,000. They presented a check to the Hub City Animal Project on Saturday, November 2nd, at 
UnderPin Lanes ‘N Lounge in downtown Spartanburg. We are so proud of the spectacular efforts of these young people!

TEAM WHISKERS & WAGS
Bella Cobb; Bentley Cobb; Poppy Dawson; Rose Hyde; 
Lilla Langley; Wallace Lynch; Ella Rabb; Rose Wall

TEAM TAIL WAGGERS
Felicity Ferguson; Sims Loring; Harriet Lynch; Maya Sarstrand; 
Adair Wall; Janie Williams

TEAM BOW WOW
Elodie Bouwmeester; Charlotte Clementson; Cile Cobb; Lyle Roos
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CHASER 
In May of this year, Hub City Animal project announced 
plans to help erect a bronze statue of Chaser, the 
world’s smartest dog, in downtown Spartanburg. 
Chaser, a border collie who passed away in July, had 
the largest vocabulary of any nonhuman animal and 
is known as “the dog who knows 1,000 words.” She 
was also a Spartanburg native.

In 2004, when Dr. John W. Pilley, Emeritus Professor 
of Psychology at Wofford College, got his two month 
old puppy Chaser as a gift from his wife, Sally, he 
wanted to explore the boundaries of the canine mind 
and delve deeper into the communication between 
humans and man’s best friend. He set his eye on 
teaching Chaser human language and discovered 
that her ability to learn was beyond his wildest dreams. She learned the names of more than a thousand toys and sentences 
with multiple elements of grammar.

But at 80 years of age, Pilley knew that he would need help getting his findings published in a peer- reviewed journal, so he 
reached out to his long-time friend and esteemed colleague, Dr. Alliston K. Reid. As a Reeves Family Professor of Psychology 
at Wofford, Reid had extensive experience in the world of scientific journalism and accepted this arduous challenge. He knew 
that Pilley’s data was so groundbreaking that they had to devise a rigorous method for testing
Chaser that would hold up to powerful, stringent peer review.

In late December 2010, their work was published by the Elsevier journal Behavioural Processes , which went globally viral in over 
72 languages, taking not only the canine cognition world by storm but ringing the bell loudly for dog owners all over the world 
with empirical, scientific evidence that dogs are not only as smart as we think, but capable of so much more. Since 2011, their 
story has been featured in hundreds of domestic and international publications such as TIME, The Wall Street Journal, The New 
York Times, Paris Match, and Scientific American, and on television programs like 60 Minutes, Nova ScienceNOW, ABC World 
News, The Today Show, The BBC, Discovery Channel, and Nat Geo Wild. Pilley also penned a New York Times best-selling book 
with writer Hilary Hinzmann called Chaser, Unlocking the Genius of the Dog Who Knows 1000 Words.

John Pilley’s daughter, Deb Pilley Bianchi, states: “This bronze and the efforts of Hub City Animal Project are multifaceted in 
significance to our family. My mother, Sally, my sister, Robin, and I are deeply grateful for the continued legacy of my father and 
Chaser. We hope that the statue will prompt curiosity and engage visitors to understand not only how much humans can learn 
from dogs, but how you can do the same with your own dog. His methods were not complex; he tapped into a basic truth that 
can be utilized by all, which is learning through play. When learning is fun, the floodgates open.”

“Chaser is a celebrity who is famous for her intelligence,” said Monty Mullen of The Balmer Foundation, an organization helping 
to underwrite the Chaser statue initiative. “Chaser is a Spartanburg native, and we wanted to share her incredible story with the 
community. This statue is a meaningful way to acknowledge Dr. Pilley, Dr. Reid, and Chaser for their
achievements.”

The bronze statue of Chaser will be erected outside the Children’s Museum of the Upstate - Spartanburg on Magnolia Street in 
Spring 2020. Special events are planned to celebrate the Chaser statue to increase traffic to downtown businesses.

“Dr. Pilley’s and Dr. Reid’s remarkable and important work with Chaser has brought recognition to Spartanburg from all over 
the globe,” said Mayor Junie White. “We look forward to honoring these accomplishments and this incredible and beloved dog 
that is such an integral part of his legacy."

“We are incredibly supportive of Chaser’s presence in downtown Spartanburg,” said Chris Jennings, Executive Vice President of 
the Spartanburg Convention & Visitors Bureau. “This statue will keep Dr. Pilley’s legacy alive, empower us to tell Chaser’s story 
in a way that raises awareness of Spartanburg, and give visitors a photo-worthy moment.” Betsy Scott of Cloudland, Georgia, 
has been commissioned to create the statue. Scott has earned recognition as one of America’s most respected wildlife sculptors 
and is the co-creator of the Wofford College Terrier, a 1,000-pound statue located at the entrance of the Campus Life Building.

To learn more about Chaser, visit www.chaserthebordercollie.com.



FOR PAWS
Painting

HUMANE EDUCATION 

Humane education encourages students to live with compassion, integrity and wisdom.  Schools that 
incorporate humane education into their mission and curriculum prepare students to solve problems 
rather than perpetuate them.  Humane education prepares students to use the foundational tools of 
literacy, numeracy, and critical and creative thinking in their interactions with animals.  Our outreach 
programs this year have touched the lives of 2,200 students, teachers and parents.  For more 
information about our school-based and community wide humane education programs, contact us at 
hubcityanimalproject@gmail.com or visit us online at www.hubcityanimalproject.com for a listing of our 
standards based, classroom programs. 

  

New Prospect students learning 
pet care basics in the classroom. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Learning sometimes takes place outside the 
classroom.  Here Cleveland Academy students 
are using parachute play and a labeled die to 
learn about proper pet care.  
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PAINTING FOR PAWS
In April of this year, the visual art students at Dorman 
High School, led by art teacher Frances Vaughn, 
partnered with Hub City Animal Project to create 
“Painting for Paws”. Each art student “adopted” a 
homeless adoptable animal in need in Spartanburg 
County from the Petfinder website.  Petfinder is an 
online, searchable database of animals in need of a 
home, including animals waiting for adoption from 
area shelters as well as those in foster care. Students 
then created canvas paintings of their chosen animals. 
The students’ finished canvases were displayed at a 
reception and a silent auction allowed the public to 
bid on the paintings. Because of the opportunity to 
reach and educate hundreds of students about our 
mission to end animal homelessness in Spartanburg, 
Hub City Animal Project is supporting and expanding 
this project in 2020 to include Dorman, Spartanburg,  
Byrnes, Woodruff and Boiling Springs High Schools, 
Spartanburg Day School and South Carolina School 
for the Deaf and Blind.   Hub City Animal Project 
will provide art teachers with the canvases they will 
need for the portraits and will speak to the students 
and present our program to each class outlining the 
root causes of homelessness and how they can help 
stop the cycle.  The canvases will be displayed at 
a reception at the Spartanburg Marriott on April 
30, 2020, which is National Adopt A Shelter Pet 
Day.  The dogs, cats, puppies and kittens that were 
chosen for portraits but still find themselves waiting 
on a home, will be at the reception waiting for their 
forever family and available for adoption. We hope 
you will join us! 

NEW PROSPECT STUDENTS LEARNING PET CARE BASICS 
IN THE CLASSROOM.

LEARNING SOMETIMES TAKES PLACE OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM. HERE 
CLEVELAND ACADEMY STUDENTS ARE USING PARACHUTE PLAY AND A 
LABELED DIE TO LEARN ABOUT PROPER PET CARE.

HUMANE EDUCATION
Humane education encourages students to live with 
compassion, integrity and wisdom. Schools that 
incorporate humane education into their mission and 
curriculum prepare students to solve problems rather than 
perpetuate them. Humane education prepares students to 
use the foundational tools of literacy, numeracy, and critical 
and creative thinking in their interactions with animals. Our 
outreach programs this year have touched the lives of 2,200 
students, teachers and parents. For more information about 
our school-based and community wide humane education 
programs, contact us at hubcityanimalproject@gmail.com 
or visit us online at www.hubcityanimalproject.com for a 
listing of our standards based, classroom programs.

HUMANE EDUCATION 

Humane education encourages students to live with compassion, integrity and wisdom.  Schools that 
incorporate humane education into their mission and curriculum prepare students to solve problems 
rather than perpetuate them.  Humane education prepares students to use the foundational tools of 
literacy, numeracy, and critical and creative thinking in their interactions with animals.  Our outreach 
programs this year have touched the lives of 2,200 students, teachers and parents.  For more 
information about our school-based and community wide humane education programs, contact us at 
hubcityanimalproject@gmail.com or visit us online at www.hubcityanimalproject.com for a listing of our 
standards based, classroom programs. 
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Learning sometimes takes place outside the 
classroom.  Here Cleveland Academy students 
are using parachute play and a labeled die to 
learn about proper pet care.  



ANIMAL ALLIES 
Provides low-cost spay/neuter
and vaccinations 

864-576-6971
animalalliesclinic@yahoo.com

ANIMAL SAFE HAVEN 
Strives to create a no-kill shelter for 
Spartanburg 

animalsafehavensc@yahoo.com

CAROLINA POODLE RESCUE 
Rehabilitates and re-homes Poodles and 
Poodle mixes 

info@carolinapoodlerescue.org

CITY OF SPARTANBURG
Provides animal countrol services and TNR cat 
program. 

864-582-1558
animalservices@cityofspartanburg.org

COMMUNITY CAT COALITION 
Organization dedicated to trap, neuter, return 
and the care of stray/feral cats in Chesnee, SC 

kris.communitycatcoalitionsc@gmail.com

CRITTER CONNECTION 
Their volunteer-based operation works 
in rescue, rehabilitation, re-homing, and 
education in schools 

critterconnectionspartanburg@gmail.com 

DACHSHUND RESCUE OF N.A.
Rehabilitates and re-homes Dachshund and 
Dachshund mixes (w/ focus on the East coast) 
doxievol@yahoo.com

FIGHT LIKE A CHAMP ANIMAL 
ADVOCATE ARMY RESCUE SERVICE
Provides rescue, foster and adoption services. 
Needs-based pet food assistance and 
education material to pet owners as well as 
Animal Advocacy and Lobbying. 

flac_shawna.y@outlook.com

FOSTER PAWS RESCUE 
Fosters, provides spay/neuter, and re-homes 
cats 

fosterpaws@fosterpaws.org

MONROE’S MIGHTY MISSION 
Provides food and veterinary care to keep 
pets with owners 

admin@monroesmightymission.org

PAWS, PRAYERS, & PROMISES 
Provides animal services: Po’ Kitties (TNR 
and food for caretakers), Godparent Program 
(assists elderly and disabled provide care for 
pets), The Specials Program (provides a home 
and/or hospice for cats with special needs), 
and are partnered with P3 Consignments, an 
upscale shop in Landrum.       

pawsprayersandpromises@gmail.com

SCOTTISH TERRIER RESCUE OF THE 
SOUTHEAST 
Protects Scottie and Scottie mixes through 
spay/neuter, fostering, and adoption 

strse.carolina@gmail.com

SPARTANBURG COUNTY
Provides animal control service and TNR cat 
program 

864-596-3582
jnelsonjr@spartanburgcounty.org

SPARTANBURG HUMANE SOCIETY 
Educates pet owners and houses animals 
while providing medical care, and ultimately 
places pets with owners 

864-583-4805
angelc@spartanburghumane.org 

SPEAK FOR ANIMALS 
Organization dedicated to saving the lives 
of animals through low-cost spay/neuter 
programs. 

news@speakforanimals.com

CREATING CHANGE
By bringing people and organizations together, we’re creating a strong community of activists who work tirelessly to make 
a positive impact on animals and their owners. Each of our partners brings a unique set of resources and skills to aid us in 
our mission.

Get to know our ever-growing list of partner organizations - and ask them how you can help the animals of Spartanburg! 

168 West Main Street
Spartanburg, SC 29306
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